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Maine Water Utilities Public Awareness Committee Minutes

The Public Awareness Committee shall communicate to the general public on issues important to the drinking water profession and assist the membership in enhancing public awareness in their local communities.

December 19, 2002, 2:00 pm

Wright-Pierce, Topsham

Committee Members:  Joy Adamson, Greg Cataldo, Mary Jane Dillingham, Rick Knowlton, Jolene Langlois, Kim Marchegiani, Jeffrey McNelly, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens, Madeline Storer, Brian Tarbuck

Committee Members Present: Brian Tarbuck, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens

· There were no changes to the minutes from the October 22, 2002 meeting.

· News clippings as distributed by Madeline by fax were reviewed.  The Augusta Water District has had recent articles on their proposed rate increase and water main project at the Augusta Airport.  York Water District has also had a recent article on its proposed interconnection to the KKW Water District system.

· Brian provided an update on the website progress.  The new web address is mwua.tkiweb.com.  This has been updated into Front Page software but still needs work on the search, chat boards sections.  The database is being updated into the Access which will probably go to Xwave in January.  Also working on a section for the committees with committee member names, addresses, email addresses, etc.  The updated website should be up and running by the February Trade Show.

· Gary provided a draft of an article on Source Water Protection for review and comment.  See Brian’s email of December 19, 2002 for a draft copy of the draft article.

· Future articles to be developed include Groundwater (Brian), State of Public Water Systems (Joy and Jolene), Where Does Water Come From (Jeff P.).  Others??

· The plans for the February Trade Show were discussed with ideas to draw more attention to this annual event from the media.  Ideas for handouts at the Public Awareness booth were reviewed and included such items as hats, carpenter pencils, post it notes, water bottles, stickers etc.  Brian to contact Jeff to see what is available for a budget for these materials.  Gary brought sample logos for the “Bikers Against E-Coli” participation in the Trek Across Maine.  A sample tee shirt will be available for the trade show.

For creating more media attention at the trade show it was decided to contact Michelle Clements for a copy of TV contacts.  Some ideas for creating more interest included revival of the pipe tapping contest, meter installations competitions, a hand excavation challenge, equipment operators challenge, dunk tanks, operator decathlon, etc.  These ideas will be explored further for future Trade Show events with the goal for TV coverage of the annual Trade Show.

· Brian to check with Jeff on the status of the Awards and Nominations.

· The structure of the Public Awareness Committee will be changing due to MJ’s election to the Board of Directors.  Congratulations to MJ.  The committee will be looking to find new members to join the committee.  Michelle Clements was contacted as a possible member but she wasn’t sure she could commit the time to this.

· New business items discussed at the meeting included:

· Possible committee involvement in the Maine Public Relations Council.  There is a $40 per year fee to join this organization.

· Possible Public Relations Workshops to be held at one of the bi-monthly meetings or at a couple of locations in coordination with the education committee.  It was suggested that a celebrity guest speaker be sought for such a program.

· The next meeting was scheduled for January 23, 2002 at 9:00 am at Wright-Pierce.

