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Maine Water Utilities Public Awareness Committee Minutes

The Public Awareness Committee shall communicate to the general public on issues important to the drinking water profession and assist the membership in enhancing public awareness in their local communities.

January 23, 2003, 9:30 PM
Wright-Pierce, Topsham

Committee Members:  Joy Adamson, Greg Cataldo, Mary Jane Dillingham, Rick Knowlton, Jolene Langlois, Kim Marchegiani, Jeffrey McNelly, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens, Madeline Storer, Brian Tarbuck

Committee Members Present: Brian Tarbuck, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens, Jeff McNelly, Mary Jane Dillingham, Madeline Storer, Greg Cataldo
The meeting was called to order at 9:33 am.

· There were no changes to the minutes from the December 19, 2002 meeting.

· News clippings distributed by Madeline were reviewed.  The Augusta Water District has had a recent article on their proposed rate increase.  York Water District has also had a recent article on its proposed interconnection to the KKW Water District system.

· Brian provided an update on the website progress.  The new web address is www.mwua.tkiweb.com.  This has been updated into FrontPage 2002, but still needs work on the search, chat boards sections.  The MWUA database is being updated into Access which will probably go to Xwave in March after Jeff and Carrie have finished their work on the Trade Show.  Discussion centered on the need to train committees in the use of FrontPage.  Brian indicated he would contact Xwave and determine if there was an option for multiple passwords to the site or to individual directories.  This might expedite use of the site and provide a need for committee members to get familiar w/ the software.  He also suggested that the Committee explore the option of allowing member utilities to use the site to host their own websites.  He’ll look into that too.  The existing MWUA website will stay up until issues w/ the new MWUA Access database are finished this spring.
· Gary provided a revised draft of an article on Source Water Protection for review and comment.  This generated substantial comment among the group.  Jeff M. suggested that the amount of material contained in the overview article was sufficient to demand more information.  The article was broken up into 9 paragraphs.  Each paragraph was assigned to someone for additional information.  We’re looking to get more detail on each paragraph that we can use to support a reporter’s questions / curiosity about the article.  This would include the names of all of the 53 surface water sources along with utility contacts and whether or not there are existing protection ordinances on those sources.  Another paragraph would seek a bulleted list of the types of land management / cooperation / procurement efforts that are used by utilities in Maine to protect natural resources.  Jeff M. feels that this could be a multi-day piece that discussed recreational activities and watershed protection activities.
· Future articles to be developed include Groundwater (Brian), State of Public Water Systems (Joy and Jolene), Where Does Water Come From (Jeff P.).  These are tabled until the surface water article gets completed.  This article should also segue nicely with the DWP’s need to release information about the surface water assessments.
· The plans for the February Trade Show were discussed with ideas to draw more attention to this annual event from the media.  Jeff indicated that he was planning to bring along some pens, notepads and some water-wheel informational thingys.  Greg will pursue the purchase of the water wheels.  Jeff and Madeline will stop today to see about buying some hats for the Trade Show.  Brian indicated that he would purchase some Bikers Against E. coli shirts and some Watershed Patrol shirts to sell at the Trade Show for publicity purposes.  Gary and Brian will be bringing their bikes.  Gary will be riding his unicycle…
· The Children’s Water Festival will be at USM in Gorham on Friday, May 16th.  Brian and Carrie have “signed up” already.  We need 4 more volunteers.  It’s going to be all day starting at about 7:30 am.  Bring / email your ideas for a hands-on water related activity.  One group will do the “engineer your water system” w/ the pipes etc, so we need another activity for a booth.
· Drinking Water Week (first week of May) was assigned to Joy and Jolene as this effort is predominantly driven by the Drinking Water Program.  What assistance / ideas do you folks need from the Committee on Drinking Water Week?

· Brian asked if there was any interest in exploring other public awareness opportunities like the Common Ground Fair, other groups we should be talking with?  MJ agreed, but the rest of the Committee was relatively silent.  Continue to seek out additional opportunities to explain that there is a water utilities association in Maine and try to teach people what water utilities do.

· PAC Structure – Confirm that Joy and Jolene are still able to commit time to the Committee.  Nice to have folks from the DWP on board, particularly w/ SWAP and Drinking Water Week.  Gary thought he might have another interested party from KKW and MJ thought she might have an interested party who formerly worked for a local newspaper.  Finally, Jeff M. indicated it would be good to include someone from DEP in the watershed section so they can learn a little more about what we do / issues we face.

· Since we’ll see everybody at the Trade Show anyway, the next meeting was scheduled for March 27th, 2003 at 9:30 am at Consumers Maine Rockland Division office.

· Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 am.

