Maine Water Utilities Public Awareness Committee Minutes

The Public Awareness Committee shall communicate to the general public on issues important to the drinking water profession and assist the membership in enhancing public awareness in their local communities.

October 22, 2002, 9:30am

Consumers Maine Water, Rockport

Committee Members:  Joy Adamson, Greg Cataldo, Mary Jane Dillingham, Rick Knowlton, Jolene Langlois, Kim Marchegiani, Jeffrey McNelly, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens, Madeline Storer, Brian Tarbuck

Committee Members Present:  Mary Jane Dillingham, Jolene Langlois, Kim Marchegiani, Jeffrey McNelly, Jeff Preble, Gary Stevens, Madeline Storer, Brian Tarbuck

· There were no changes to the Minutes of the August meeting.

· The Committee reviewed the news clippings distributed by Madeline.

· Brian updated the Committee on the website work.  Brian met with programmers at X-Wave, who will be hosting the new website.  The website language will be changing from Cold Fusion to Front Page.  The website will have search capabilities for looking up member information, and also message boards.  It is hopeful that the new website will be up and running by the trade show.

· The Committee discussed the Northern Maine Children’s Water Festival, which was held on October 15 in Orono.  It was suggested that the Festival be made available to other Committees to add some diversity.  The 5th & 6th graders that attend the Festival enjoy interactive activities.  The Committee discussed possible improvements to their Festival activities, such as adding plastic hydrants to the current water system model, and coming up with new activities all together, such as a model of a gravel-packed well.  Committee members will check with contacts about getting materials for additional activities.  Gary is also going to look into making replications of his water system puzzle.
· Gary is currently working on the next article on “Watersheds”.
· The Committee discussed ideas for future articles.  Some suggestions were “Groundwater”, “The State of Public Water Systems – Where do they stand?”, “Where does your water come from?”, and  “What is the value of the service you receive?”.  Brian agreed to write the next article on “Groundwater”, and Joy & Jolene will work on the article for “The State of Public Water Systems – Where do they stand?”.
· The Committee discussed the February Trade Show, which will be held at the Cumberland County Civic Center and the Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland on February 10-11, 2003.  Possible items to adorn with the MWUA emblem are: hats, shirts, boxer shorts, and stickers.
· The structure of the Committee was discussed.  Mary Jane stated that if she gets voted to the Board, then she will no longer be the Chair of this Committee, but she will still remain as a member. The option of having a rotating Chair was discussed but decided against.  As of January 1, 2003, Brain Tarbuck will be the Committee Chair and Gary Stevens will be the Committee Co-Chair. The Committee also decided to rotate the writing of meeting minutes among members, and to possibly increase the number of Committee members by 1 or 2.
· The next meeting will be held on December 18 at 2:00 pm at Wright-Pierce offices in Topsham.
