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Talking Turkey
Gordie Johnson, President

These days I can’t go outside in the morning without hearing - or drive to work without seeing turkeys -(the feathered kind!). Talk about a success story….from 41 that were reintroduced to Maine in 1977 to a population that is estimated to exceed 25,000 today. Let’s aim for the same combination of persistence and being at the right place at the right time that this reintroduction effort has used, as we educate a broad audience on the importance of our drinking water resources and the infrastructure that supports it. A couple of encouraging signs out there that I have seen recently…..

Your Executive Director and I took part in the 7th annual American Water Works Association (AWWA) Fly-in held in Washington, DC. Without getting back into a discussion of feathered fowl, it is sufficient to say that the tulips, tree buds and temperatures were a nice change from the snow on the ground at home. Having the Pope in town didn’t help the traffic flow or appointment scheduling. We were able, however, to spend time with both Senators Snowe and Collins and meet with members of their staffs as well as staff from Congressman Allen and Michaud’s office. The issues that AWWA was looking to emphasize and we were able to amplify were:

· Chemical Security – There is a House initiative that could potentially remove certain exemptions that currently apply to water utilities and would grant shutdown authority to the Department of Homeland Security.

· Infrastructure – The primary goals here are to ensure adequate availability of research and infrastructure replacement monies. An important part of this discussion is how these funds would be raised.

· Pharmaceuticals – We need to acknowledge concerns and support research on health and environmental impacts. At the same time, we must emphasize the 
importance of protecting water supply quality and the idea that detection technology has moved to a point where detection does not necessarily represent an immediate health or environmental risk.

· Climate Change – Remember here the general thought is we may see a wider range and more intense weather events in addition to potential regional drought occurrences.

The good news? The members of our Delegation and their staff were generally familiar with the Maine water profession, the issues and our positions. They requested our input on current and potential legislation and were supportive of our efforts to raise public awareness about the issues that water utilities face on a daily basis. Kudos to those at all levels of the industry who have contributed in large and small ways to this positive impression.

And at the state level? More good news…the legislature has adjourned - no, better than that. In the final days of the session, overwhelming bipartisan support in the House and Senate was achieved for LD 2169 which was passed and signed by the Governor. The primary outcome of this legislation is to put a $3.4 million bond issue on the ballot this fall which represents the state match money for the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Loan Funds (DWSRF & CWSRF). This money, when matched 5:1 with Federal money from the EPA, will allow water and wastewater utilities across the state to continue their efforts to maintain their systems. Hats off to the bill’s sponsor, Senator Bartlett, and the legislative advocacy teams of both the MWUA and the Maine Wastewater Control Association (MWWCA). The benefits of working closely together with MWWCA on this effort over several years are clear; we were able to present a consistent message, share the advocacy burden, and gain a broader audience. Sounds like win, win, win to me. 

Before I get too lost in celebration, this action gets a bond before the voters. In the current economic climate, 
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(Continued from page 1)

this may be closer to getting a base hit than hitting a home run. Even being as ignorant of baseball statistics as I am, I do know that a lot of games are won by many players hitting singles. Now is the time for all of us to hit those singles by demonstrating to the people of Maine why investment in infrastructure is so important even (and maybe especially) under less than booming times. This type of investment creates local jobs now as well as ensuring that strong infrastructure is in place and ready to support the growth that we will see in the future.

Our committees have been busy! In addition to the tremendous effort put in by the Legislative Committee, the Water Resources Committee has developed a white paper on siting of state-funded boat launches. Following support of the various activities planned for Drinking Water Week, the Public Awareness Committee is looking to develop a student scholarship program and revise the Association website.  The Education and Operations group has a full schedule of training sessions moving forward and the Program Committee is looking at improvements to the Trade Show. In addition, there is some great energy around forming a new committee focused on Young Professionals and people new to the industry.

Please visit our website (www.mwua.org) to get additional supporting information on some of the issues mentioned here and to get ideas and feedback to staff and committee members.

Get outside, enjoy the season, and help somebody appreciate the value of a top notch water utility. If you don’t have wild turkeys for wildlife in your area, don’t worry… the black flies will be around soon!

The April Meeting

Ken’s Family Restaurant in Skowhegan was the site of the April meeting, hosted by the Skowhegan Division of Aqua Maine. The really nice weather was evidence of the fact that winter’s long grip had finally been broken. The program had a decided regulatory bent which actually turned out to be very interesting. 

Because the Town Manager had failed to have his contract renewed earlier in the week, Rick Knowlton not only provided a system overview but he also welcomed us to town. The welcome was sincere and the system overview was very interesting, as the historical account included a cast of characters renowned for a number of activities during that time period.   

David Parent informed us that LD 2169, the bill that would provide the 2009 match for the Drinking Water and Clean Water State Revolving Fund grants, was to be worked by the Appropriations Committee the next day. He also reviewed the other bills that the association had tracked during the session.

Andy Tolman provided the regulatory update, prior to reviewing the position paper the Water Resources Committee had recently developed dealing with state financed boat launches on public water supplies. Andy had earlier collaborated with committee chair Paul Hunt in developing the presentation, due to the fact that Paul was off to training and could not attend the meeting. 

Michelle Gagnon of the City of Ellsworth and Randy Webber and Greg Brawn from the Dexter Utilities District described the experiences they had been through relative to attempts by the state to develop boat launches proximate to their surface water supply intakes.  

In a most interesting presentation Nancy Beardsley, now Director of the Division of Environmental Health at the Department of Health and Human Services, reviewed the process the Drinking Water Program had undertaken in order to reorganize the structure and functioning of their operation. 

All said it was a very informative and interesting day.  
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Boat Launch Position Paper Approved By Board

As was noted in a previous article the MWUA Water Resources Committee developed and the Directors 
subsequently approved a position paper addressing state financed boat launches on public water supplies. The initiative for the paper was a request from George Powell of the Department of Conservation, who is heading up a Boating and Fishing Access Strategic Plan Advisory Committee, for a scientifically based rationale that could be used to manage the risks associated with boat launches and related activities on public water supplies. 

The committee and Chair Paul Hunt, in particular, spent a great deal of time in developing the document, which references historical studies and incorporates a recently revised New England Water Works Association “Resolution and Policy Concerning Recreational Use of Public Water Supplies”

The Executive Summary is included below. The complete position paper will be published in the 2008 Journal. 
Proposed Siting Criteria for State-Financed Public Boat Launches On Public Water Supplies

Approved by Board of Directors April 4, 2008
Executive Summary
Based on a review of scientific literature regarding the risk of public water supply contamination posed by body-contact recreation on reservoirs, the following siting criteria for new state-financed boat launches are proposed.   If these criteria are followed, it is unlikely that public funds will be used to construct a boat launch that will seriously threaten the health of the consumers of public water.  


1. Do not fund new boat launches on the following water bodies, all of which are unfiltered:  Eagle Lake (Bar Harbor), Floods Pond (Otis), Round Pond (Vinalhaven), Grassy Pond (Rockport), Hatcase Pond (Dedham), Jordan Pond (Mount Desert), Lake Auburn (Auburn), Little Pond (Damariscotta), Lower Hadlock Pond (Mount Desert), and Mirror Lake (Rockport).


2. Give preference to proposed boat launches on water bodies which are not public water supplies over those proposed on public water supply sources.

3. If a boat launch is to be sited on a public water supply source, do not consider sites located within two miles of a public water supply intake.  

4. If a boat launch is to be sited on a public water supply source and the only practicable site is located within 2 miles of a public water supply intake, acquire consent of the Drinking Water Program and the public water supplier, and conduct a public hearing to explain the reasons for selecting the site.  

5. If a boat launch is to be sited anywhere on a public water supply source, establish and enforce boat launch “Best Management Practices” to minimize the impact of the launch.


Dugovic Receives Sid Anthony Award
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David Parent and Gordie Johnson Present Sid Anthony Award to George Dugovic

George Dugovic, Trustee of the Alfred Water District, recently received the association’s Sid Anthony Award. 

Originally from Illinois, George and his wife retired to Alfred in 1997. In 2000 Dugovic and two other individuals were elected trustees of the newly formed Alfred Water District. The system, which had fallen into a serious state of disrepair, was in need of significant upgrade and improvement. George used his capabilities, knowledge, and experience, along with his personal perseverance, to help the district through the process of designing, financing, and installing a new water source, an iron and manganese removal plant, the replacement of many water mains throughout the system and, most recently, the replacement of the system’s storage tank. The district needed a back up operator, so he obtained his operator’s license, and continues to serve as one of the system’s licensed operators.


The original plan was to present the award to George at the February meeting. However, when he was unable to make that meeting, David Parent (who made the nomination), President Gordie Johnson and Executive Director McNelly journeyed to Alfred for the district’s annual meeting. The recognition of these efforts was much appreciated by the trustees who have spent considerable sums of money in bringing the system up to standards.    


The Sid Anthony Award may be bestowed upon an eligible member of the Maine Water Utilities Association who has demonstrated that he or she has provided outstanding service to a Maine water utility, outstanding contribution or assistance to other water utility personnel or outstanding contribution to water works practice.


The association is seeking nominations for its annual recognition awards, on a continual basis. For additional information on these awards, check out the MWUA website or contact the office. 
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Insurance Issues for Water Utilities
Presentation Available Online

Insurance issues were on the agenda for the March 28th Managers Breakfast Forum held in Augusta at the Senator Inn.  This highly interactive format has become a favorite among utility supervisors. 

 Chris McCauley and Marcus Ballou, of Maine Municipal Association Risk Management Services, presented on insurance issues specific to water utilities.  If you didn’t have the opportunity to attend in person, no worry – MMA’s presentation is available through our Hot Topics link at: http://mwua.org. 

If you have a suggestion for a future Managers’ Breakfast Forum topic, email Becky at: info@mwua.org.
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Practical Applications of GIS to be Presented at
N.E. Water/Wastewater GIS Users Group Meeting

The Northeast Water/Wastewater GIS Users Group will be meeting on Wednesday, June 4th, 2007.  The meeting theme is Practical Applications of GIS.  The meeting will be held at the City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Department of Public Works. 

For meeting information, call ESRI-Boston at (978) 777-4543 and mention you want to register for the Water/Wastewater User Group meeting.

New Program Director at 

Maine Drinking Water Program
Roger Crouse has been named Program Director of the Maine Drinking Water Program.  Roger had been the Acting Director of the DWP since last July.  Previous to that, he had worked as the Program's Assistant Director as well as directly managing the Operator Certification Program and the State Revolving Fund Program. 
 
Roger began his career at the Drinking Water Program in 2000 after working in Utah as a water and wastewater engineer.  He holds a BS and MS in Civil Engineering and is licensed as a Professional Engineer and Water Treatment Operator.  
Andews Tolman has been appointed Assistant Director of the Program. Congratulations Roger and Andy!
Technical Position Available in Sanford 

The Sanford Water District has an opening for a technical position.  The job will involve working with and editing ArcGIS data and maps, creating and editing AutoCAD drawings, working with and troubleshooting SCADA software and components, performing jobsite inspections, testing and disinfecting water mains and other facilities, and working with the District’s computer network.


Contact Superintendent Dennis Knowles at the Sanford Water District (207) 324-2312 for more information.  Please forward resume to the Sanford Water District, PO Box 650, Sanford, ME. 04073 or email to dknowles@sanfordwater.org.
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June Meeting to Offer Variety 
of Training and Activities

Mars Hill will be the location for the June bimonthly meeting, to be held at the Mars Hill Country Club. The program on Thursday June 12th will feature discussions of what’s impacting the Mars Hill Utility District and the local economy. Following the meeting there will be an opportunity to tour the water treatment plant and the new wind power facility.  


On Wednesday, folks will have a chance to play golf, fish or just relax. That evening there will be a cookout featuring lobsters, steak, burgers or whatever anyone wants to throw on the grill. It’s a low key affair. Those who are planning on attending the cookout need to contact the MWUA office, indicating your choice of lobster, steak, etc. The site of the cookout will be Blaine Country Cabins. Their three cabins have been reserved; those desiring accommodations should also contact the office and make reservations. There are also two possibilities of lodging in Mars Hill – again contact the office for details.   


Golf is being planned but at this time the details have not been finalized. Contact the MWUA office (832-2263) if you would like to play. 

Those who have attended the June meeting in the past know that it’s a great opportunity to network with your peers from other regions of the state. The bimonthly meeting program should be particularly interesting and the cookout is obviously something not to miss.  


Contact the office and make those reservations, sooner as opposed to later. There is limited lodging at Blaine Country Cabins and we want adequate time to ensure that the cookout – which is a home grown affair – is a great success. 
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Request for Proposals
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Projects


The Maine Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Land & Water Quality, is seeking proposals to conduct Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Control Projects to restore or protect lakes, streams, or coastal waters that are impaired or considered threatened.  A portion of funds will be reserved for projects crafted to help restore 303(d) listed waters that have an approved TMDL assessment.  The Request for Proposals offers grants for two types of watershed-scale projects:  NPS Watershed Project; and NPS Watershed Survey.  Grants will be funded with monies to be provided to DEP by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency under the Federal Clean Water Act, Sections 319(4) and 604(b).

The Request for Proposals may be obtained at www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/docgrant/319.htm or by calling Norm Marcotte of Maine DEP at (207) 287-7727.  Proposals must be submitted no later than May 28, 2008.
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Most Legislative Issues Resolved Satisfactorily

LD 2073, An Act to Prevent Contamination of Drinking Water Supplies, was enacted as amended as Public Law Chapter 569. As was noted in the March newsletter, the intent of the bill was to prevent contamination of water supplies by oil or other hazardous substances by prohibiting the installation of such facilities within the wellhead protection zone of a water supply. The fact that this is a fairly complicated (perhaps better described as confusing) bill resulted in several work sessions. At the end of the discussions the registration requirement was dropped and the three agencies which currently have at least some authority or responsibilities relative to tank registrations were directed to try to streamline/consolidate the processes and report back to the committee. All things considered, the amended bill was a successful outcome. 

LD 2182, An Act to Allow Civil Penalties for Damaging Utility Property or for Theft of Utility Services, was amended and enacted as Public Law Chapter 553. In essence, this law specifies that a person who obtains utility services by deception, threat or force or any other means designed to avoid payment for services is liable in a civil action to the utility providing the service for (1) the cost of the utility services wrongfully obtained or diverted plus interest on the value of those services based on an annual interest rate of 5%, (2) all other reasonable costs to the utility, including attorney's fees and costs of undertaking and completing the investigation resulting in a determination of liability under this section; and (3) a civil penalty not to exceed $2,500 due and payable to the utility for each violation. Civil penalties can also be pursued for situations resulting in damages to utility property or where utility property is wrongfully obtained. 
LD 2249, An Act to Protect Lake Water Quality, was amended and enacted as Public Law Chapter 593. This legislation does a number of things. Current law allows an applicant with a project in the direct watershed of a lake to address certain on-site phosphorus reduction requirements through payment of a compensation fee. LD 2249 raises that fee from $10,000 to $25,000 per pound of available phosphorus. In addition, and as an alternative to paying a compensation fee, the department may allow an applicant to meet a municipally required mitigation option if the department determines that the local mitigation option will provide at least as much long-term reduction in phosphorus loading as likely would have occurred under payment of the compensation fee. LD 2249 also requires excavation contractors working in the shoreland zone to ensure that a person certified in erosion control practices is in charge of erosion control practices at the site. The bill proposed to authorizes municipalities to assess annual fees under certain conditions to property owners whose properties are accessed by a private road. This provision was stripped from the bill and the DEP was directed to study and report on the implications associated with such an action. 
It was also stated in the March newsletter that Governor’s Supplemental Budget, specifically Part “YY-1” which called for specific departments to implement a plan of consolidating, eliminating duplication or creating greater efficiencies, was of concern to the association. Since that time association representatives have had meetings with Karin Tilberg (the Governor’s Senior Policy Advisor), Dick Davies (the Public Advocate) and DEP Commissioner David Littell to discuss possible implications if organizational changes were to be made. There have been discussions of moving some of the DWP programs to the DEP but at this time it doesn’t appear that programs or staff will move. There is substantial legislator support for maintaining the status quo. 
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2008 Environmental Merit Awards Presented

 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has awarded merit awards to the following Maine recipients:
· Maine Children's Water Festival Planning Committee Members Wendy Garland, Rob Sanford, Irwin Novak, Linda Woodard, Sarah Plummer, Lynne Richard, Beth Pratt and Susan Breau-Kelley, for helping to teach more than 800 Maine children about water-related environmental issues.

· EPA Business, Industry & Professional Organizations Environmental Merit Awards went to: The Maine Water and Wastewater Agency Response Networks for its part in developing an emergency mutual aid system.

· Pat Baldwin of Mousam received an EPA Lifetime Achievement Environmental Merit Award for more than three decades of monitoring the health of Mousam Lake.
· Jean M. Firth, of Augusta, a Maine Department of Environmental Protection staff person who helped communities around the state obtain grants to clean up environmental hazards.
 
The prestigious awards were presented at Faneuil Hall in Boston on Earth Day.  Visit EPA’s awards page at: www.epa.gov/ne/ra/ema/index.html for additional detail.
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Mark Your Calendar 

The MWUA June Office Session will be held at the following locations:  June 17th in Ellsworth at the Holiday Inn, June 19th in New Gloucester at Pinelands and on June 25th in Presque Isle at the Northeastland Hotel. Brochures will be mailed this month.  

Free ICS 100 & NIMS 700 Training 

A free ICS 100 & NIMS 700 training session will be held at the Ramada Inn Conference Center in Lewiston on July 15th.  Participants will be eligible to receive 0.6 Continuing Education Units (CEUs) upon completion of the course and successful passing of both the ICS 100 and NIMS 700 exams.  For additional information, contact: Andrea L. Seddon, Environmental Planner, Horsley Witten Group, Inc. at (508)833-6600.
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	LD 2169 Signed by the Governor

L.D. 2169, with its new title: An Act to Authorize a General Fund Bond Issue for Drinking Water Management, was recently approved unanimously by the Appropriations and Financial Affairs Committee, was approved by the House on a 125–8 roll call vote and in the Senate nobody voted against it. The Governor signed the bill on April 23rd. The bill provide the required 20% state match Maine needs in order to secure the 2009 Drinking Water and Clean Water SRF capitalization grants, subject to approval by the voters. The referendum is scheduled for November of 2008. .


 This success story was the result of a productive collaborative effort between MWUA and the Maine WasteWater Control Association. Greg Cataldo, who is active on the MWWCA Government Affairs Committee, approached Senator Phil Bartlett and asked him to submit the legislation. He was receptive to that request and amended an existing bill that had previously been approved for submittal. Ultimately the issue addressed in the original bill was dealt with outside the legislative process so the bill was retitled, with the sole focus being on the SRF matches.     


The February Legislative Breakfast was an opportunity to discuss the need for the match funds with legislators and during that timeframe MWWCA and MWUA representatives met with Democrat and Republican leadership. There were some interesting discussions but, for the most part, it was possible to transcend the partisan politics and discuss the merits of adequately funding the SRF programs. 


Reflecting on the outcome, it appears that at least a few key factors came into play. The cumulative effect of being there over the past few years, advocating for the annual match, had to have made a difference. The water and wastewater system managers who spoke to their representatives made an impression. Also, when it came down to the final days of the session and so many things had been cut in order to craft a budget, the chance to send the issue to the voters was likely viewed as at least one piece of good work.  


All of the many people who contributed are to be commended and thanked for their efforts. Some of the current crop of legislators and many who aspire to have one of those seat in Augusta will be visible in Maine towns over the next several months. We need to continue the dialogue and also convince the voters to approve the November referendum. 
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	MWUA August Fun

August 13th Golf 
Toddy Brook, North Yarmouth

August 14th Clambake
Thomas Point Beach, Brunswick
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Water Treatment Plant Operator Sought

 
Water Treatment Plant Operator sought to perform part-time operation and maintenance of a Groundwater Treatment Facility at the Naval Air Station in Brunswick. Incumbent will be required to perform operational duties, testing and record keeping as well as process control functions. Must respond within 2 hours to plant shut downs and re-start the plant as needed. Responsibilities also include regulatory and safety compliance. FMI:  Joe Walsh, Walsh Associates (508) 287-3564.
July 1st Deadline for NEWWA Scholarships

Each year, NEWWA offers six scholarships to worthy students:
· George Edward Watters - In memory of George Edward Watters. Awards $5,000 to a civil engineering student.
· Francis X. Crowley - In memory of Francix X. Crowley, who made a large contribution to NEWWA. Awards $3,000 to a civil or environmental engineering, or business management student.

· Elson T. Killam - Using funds from a bequest Elson T. Killam left to NEWWA in 1989, this scholarship awards $1,500 to a civil or environmental engineering student.

· Knowlton Operator's Scholarship - Awards scholarships to operators for training at the NEWWA facility or other institutions when budgetary constraints eliminate the opportunity for some to attend training for certification, advancement, or professional development.

· Joseph A. Murphy - In memory of Joseph A. Murphy, this scholarship awards $1,500 to a civil or environmental engineering, or a business or related science-program student.

· NEWWA – An additional scholarship awarded to students, regardless of their field of study, with preference given to those programs related to the water works profession. 

The next scholarship application deadline is July 1st. NEWWA members and their families are encouraged to apply. For additional information, contact Tom MacElhaney, Scholarship Committee Chair, at (631) 231-8100.
AWWA Scholarships Also Available
In addition to NEWWA's scholarships, AWWA offers several each year as well. For applications and eligibility criteria, contact Linda Moody at (303) 347-6201.
· Abel Wolman Fellowship: The Abel Wolman Fellowship is designed to support promising doctoral students in the U.S., Canada and Mexico pursuing advanced training and research in the field of water supply and treatment. Support - up to $20,000, renewable for a second year.  Deadline: January 15 annually.

· Larson Aquatic Research Support (LARS): The Larson Aquatic Research Support scholarship provides support for Doctoral and Masters students interested in careers in the fields of corrosion control, treatment and distribution of domestic and industrial water supplies, aquatic chemistry, and/or environmental chemistry.  Support - Masters - $5,000 one-time grant.  Support - Doctoral - $7,000 one-time grant. Deadline: January 15 annually. 

· Thomas R. Camp Scholarship: Sponsored by CDM, the Thomas R. Camp Scholarship provides support to outstanding students doing applied research in the drinking water field. It is awarded to Doctoral students in even years and Masters students in odd years.  Support - $5,000 one-time grant. Deadline: January 15 annually.

· Holly Cornell Scholarship: Sponsored by CH2M Hill, the Holly A. Cornell Scholarship encourages and supports outstanding female and/or minority Masters students in pursuit of advanced training in the field of water supply & treatment. Support - $5,000 one-time grant. Deadline: January 15 annually.

· Academic Achievement Award: The Academic Achievement Award encourages academic excellence by recognizing contributions to the field of public water supply. All Masters thesis and doctoral dissertations that are relevant to the water supply industry are eligible. The manuscript must reflect the work of a single author and be submitted during the competition year in which it was submitted for the degree. Doctoral Dissertation:  First Place: $3,000 one-time award.  Second Place: $1,500 one-time award.  Masters Thesis: First Place: $3,000 one-time award. Second Place: $1,500 one-time award. Deadline: October 1st annually. 
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